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Q1: Regarding the 90% figure of reduced fatalities with roundabouts—how much of a factor in success 
was drivers becoming accustomed via frequent usage? Is there data regarding seasonal areas with 
drivers who are short-term and/or from other areas and will not have the same opportunity to learn 
and remember how to use roundabouts? 

A1: Data for the 90% reduction of fatal and incapacitation injury crashes was taken from an independent 
study. That study looked at 23 intersections in 7 states (4 within Florida) and conducted before and after 
studies to come to that conclusion. It should be noted that the 3 locations included Bradenton Beach, 
Fort Walton Beach, and West Boca Raton. These beach communities should receive similar seasonal 
traffic. No data was used during construction or for the first month after the installation. “The 
construction period, as well as the first month after completion, were excluded from analysis. The 
lengths of the before and after periods varied in accordance with available crash data. In no case was a 
period shorter than 15 months.” 

 

Q2: Will knowledge of roundabout driving skills, traffic lights, and pedestrian crossings become part of 
the driving test to obtain a Florida drivers’ license? 

A2: Roundabout navigation, traffic signals, and pedestrian crossing information is all currently included 
in the Florida Driver’s Handbook.  The test is generated from the information included in the handbook. 

 

Q3: City population (approximately 53,000) morphs into 100,000 in season. How do you plan to 
inform the thousands of drivers how to maneuver roundabouts and pedestrian hybrid beacons when 
they are new to our roads? 

A3: Modern roundabouts and Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons are both relatively new from a national 
perspective and over time as more of these improvements are implemented people will become more 
familiar with navigating them.  FDOT has also prepared educational materials for both treatments and 
regularly educates the traveling public on proper navigation.  DSCA is also working with the City of 
Sarasota on a variety of roundabout education activities. 

 

Q4: You described expensive and cumbersome, disruptive projects—what can we do to avoid them in 
the future as Longboat Key, Palm Beach, Vero Beach have done? 

A4: FDOT does its best to responsibly spend taxpayer money, however, large projects such as 
roundabouts simply take a lot of work and expense to implement.  In terms of disruption, our 
Construction Department and contractors employed by the Department strive to minimize disruption to 
daily life as much as possible during the construction process. 
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Q5: What other engineering solutions, including computer-controlled traffic management signals have 
been considered? Is there science to definitively establish roundabouts—a very expensive, disruptive, 
and time-consuming method—as the primary choice? 

A5: A coordinated traffic signal system was considered as a part of the evaluation process for the US 41 
corridor.  Through the PD&E analysis, roundabouts were chosen due to the safety and operational 
benefits.  Nationwide studies of roundabouts have found that they significantly reduce crashes and the 
severity of crashes.   

 

Q6: What is the rationale for not making roundabouts larger? 

A6: The number of lanes within the roundabout is determined through the operational analysis and 
includes consideration for future traffic needs.  The diameter of the roundabout is a factor of the 
number of lanes as well as the need to control the speed of vehicles as they navigate the roundabout. 

 

Q7: How do roundabouts improve pedestrian safety in the crosswalk versus standard crosswalk 
signals? 

A7: Benefits to roundabouts are reduced pedestrian crossing distances, reduction in injury severity, and 
reduced conflict points.  

 

Q8: Please speak to the roundabout at the Van Wezel (10th St) as it relates to Van Wezel events. 

A8: When traffic arrives/departs for a Van Wezel event, it will create temporary congestion in the area 
due to the high volume of traffic arriving in a short period of time.  One of the benefits of a roundabout 
over a traffic signal is the efficiency of handling this event traffic.   

 

Q9: Living at the Broadway Promenade at the corner of US 41 and 11th St, we presently appreciate 
that no southbound traffic on US 41 is allowed to make a left turn on 11th St. Do you see this as a 
possible permanent change? Who could we contact to negotiate the possibility of making this a 
permanent change? 

A9: Based on the design plans for the roundabout at US 41 and 10th St, the pre-construction 
southbound left turn will be retained in the completed project. If access is desired to be removed, this 
could be accomplished through the FDOT access connection permit process if initiated by the City of 
Sarasota. 

 

Q10: What will the speed limit be on US 41? 

A10: A speed study will be conducted after the roadway work is completed to determine the 
appropriate posted speed limit. 



Questions & Answers from the DSCA Transportation Workshop on 3/12/2018 

 

3 

 

Q11: What will the speed limit be on Fruitville? 

A11: Fruitville Road between US 41 and US 301 is maintained by the City of Sarasota.  The City would set 
the speed limit on this segment of Fruitville Road.  The City of Sarasota is looking at two options for 
Fruitville Road between US 41 and US 301.  The speed limit will be reviewed as part of the project design 
once an option is selected.  

 

Q12: How long would a pedestrian take to cross US 41 at Gulf Stream? 

A12: The total time it will take a pedestrian to cross at the future roundabout will be dependent upon 
several factors including the time of day, volume of vehicles/pedestrians, and timing for the pedestrian 
hybrid beacons. 

 

Q13: Will you add a hybrid signal at the roundabout at Orange and Main? I have to act as traffic guard 
to cross safely. 

A13: The intersection of Orange and Main is under the jurisdiction of the City of Sarasota.  The City of 
Sarasota doesn’t have any plans to signalize any of the single lane roundabouts.  

 

Q14: With roundabouts at Main, Ringling, and Fruitville there seems no need for traffic to continue 
east on Gulfstream from US 41 to Main St and North on Cocoanut. With a roundabout at Main Street 
it will be difficult to turn left onto Main from Gulfstream. This is a raceway to nowhere. 

A14: The eastbound connection from the US 41/Gulf Stream roundabout into downtown Sarasota will 
remain to preserve the roadway connectivity. 

 

Q15: Regarding the roundabout at US 41 and Gulfstream: why is it necessary to have an eastbound leg 
onto the roundabout? Has there been consideration that with the roundabout, drivers coming south 
on 41 toward the roundabout will be able to go around and enter N Gulfstream—in effect, a new left 
turn—creating even more traffic and less safety for pedestrians. 

A15: The eastbound connection from the US 41/Gulf Stream roundabout into downtown Sarasota will 
remain to preserve the roadway connectivity. 

 

Q16: Is there a roundabout planned for Mound street and US 41 (Bayfront Drive)? 

A16: No, this location is not an intersection, and roundabouts are only planned to replace existing 
signalized intersections. 

 


