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August 7 2015 
 
 
Mr. Chris Zeigler 
Florida Department of Transportation 
801 N. Broadway 
Bartow, FL  33830 
 
Via email: Chris.Zeigler@dot.state.fl.us 
 
 
RE: US 41 Traffic Separator Project from Gulfstream to Fruitville Road 
 
 
Dear Mr. Zeigler: 
 
The Downtown Sarasota Condominium Association (DSCA) is providing these 
comments and reccommendations below regarding the above referenced project. 
 
DSCA recommends the following changes as part of the US41 Separator Project, 
scheduled to begin in Summer 2016.  These recommendations are made to help 
implement one of the goals of the City of Sarasota “to maintain a safe, convenient, 
balanced and efficient multimodal transportation system which: … promotes mobility 
of people, not just vehicles.” 
  

1. Speed limit should be reduced to 30 MPH in both directions on the section of US41 
between Gulfstream and Fruitville, as lane width is reduced to 10 feet along this 
expanded 6 lane highway.  The speed limit is already 35 MPH southbound after Blvd of 
the Arts and also 35 MPH on Fruitville between US41 and US301.  This section of US41 is 
a heavily used pedestrian area and there will be many more pedestrians as 4 new hotels 
and a large condo are built within 2 blocks of this section of US41.  As traffic speed will 
be reduced when roundabouts are installed on US41 at Fruitville and Gulfstream in the 
future, a lower speed limit now will help train drivers for these future changes. 
  
2. Be sure to install pedestrian-activated flashing lights at the crosswalk from the 
corner sidewalks to the “porkchop” island, to warn cars turning in the slip lane from 
northbound US41 onto eastbound Fruitville Ave.; and also at the northwest corner of 
US41 and Gulfstream. 
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3. Install a pedestrian crossing across US41 at First Street to Ritz-Carlton Drive. 
  
4. Consider a mix of bricks and landscaping for the separator median.  This would be 
consistent with the landscaping used in the median on US41 from Gulfstream south to 
Ringling. 
  
5. Do not remove the southbound left turn pocket lane onto Palm Ave.  Just block any 
Palm Ave traffic from turning g left onto US41 southbound.  Removing the US41 
southbound left turn pocket lane onto Palm will add more traffic to southbound US41 
left turn lane onto Fruitville.  Even now in low season, southbound residents have had to 
wait for 2 light changes to make a left turn onto eastbound Fruitville.  The current left-
turn pocket lane does not disrupt the flow of traffic proceeding southbound on US41 
thru the Gulfstream intersection. 

 
DSCA is a non-profit membership organization made up of condominium associations in 
downtown or in proximity to downtown Sarasota.  DSCA members include over 70% 
(2,257) of total condo units (3,217) in downtown Sarasota, and over 75% ($1.04B) of 
total taxable property value ($1.38B) of all downtown condos.  Also, the total taxable 
property value of all downtown condos represents 27% of total residential property value 
($5.17B) in the City of Sarasota. 
 
We trust that FDOT will work with the City of Sarasota to insure that this project will 
balance the needs for increased mobility of pedestrians and a safe transportation system, 
while considering the efficiency of traffic moving through downtown Sarasota. 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Gannon 
President, DSCA 
 
cc: Tom Barwin, City Manager  Thomas.Barwin@sarasotagov.com 
 Alex DavisShaw, City Engineer Alexandrea.DavisShaw@sarasotagov.com 
 Willie Charles Shaw, Mayor  Willie.Shaw@Sarasotagov.com 
 Suzanne Atwell, Vice-Mayor  Suzanne.Atwell@sarasotagov.com 
 Liz Alpert, Commissioner  Liz.Alpert@sarasotagov.com 
 Susan Chapman, Commissioner Susan.Chapman@sarasotagov.com 
 Shelli Freeland Eddie, CommissionerShelli.FreelandEddie@sarasotagov.com 
 Michael Howe, Exec. Dir., SM-MPO michael@mympo.org 

David Hutchison, Mgr., SM-MPO dave@mympo.org 
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