
Save Our Shade 

 

The City’s Description: 

Streetscape improvements will stretch from the existing Lemon Ave. mall to Pineapple Avenue 
and will include replacing the asphalt street with brick pavers, removing the curbs to create a 
more open, pedestrian-friendly experience and transforming the public area surrounding Paul 
Thorpe Jr. Park into an attractive, welcoming space.  This exciting project will infuse more 
walkability and create a cool gathering place in the center of our special downtown.  With The 
Mark under construction at Lemon Ave. and State St., which will transform the west end of 
State St. into a pedestrian mall, the timing is right for the City to move forward with 
improvements to the surrounding area.  The corridor, from the Lemon Ave. mall (near Salute! 
and Mattison's Grille) to Pineapple Ave. will be given a makeover that will be consistent with 
the City's vision to create a more pedestrian-friendly downtown.  The curbs will be removed 
and brick pavers will be installed on Lemon Ave to continue the look/feel of the Lemon Ave. 
mall all the way to Pineapple Ave.  After consulting with downtown business owners and 
possible impacts to customer traffic, construction will be deferred until after Mother's Day 
when, traditionally, fewer visitors are in town. 

The Facts: 

City staff plan to remove 27 existing Live Oak trees because “the trees are doing poorly”. 

Contrary to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Code and Downtown Green Space Policy, 
City staff plan to replace Live Oak canopy trees with Royal Palms. 

Royal Palms reach heights up to 80 ft, which will not provide shade for sidewalk pedestrians. 

Royal Palm large fronds (up to 15 ft, 80 lbs) falling 80 feet are a hazard to pedestrians & cars. 

Downtown Sarasota Condo Association has requested City staff to find alternative solution to 
replacing canopy trees with palms on Lemon Avenue. 

The soil around existing trees needs to be loosened & amended to enable healthier tree roots. 

Send your comments requesting the city Save Our Shade to: LemonAveStreetscape@SarasotaFL.Gov  
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