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John McCarthy, Historic Spanish Point 

John is the Executive Director of Historic Spanish Point.   He previously served as Executive Director of SCOPE (Sarasota 

County Openly Plans for Excellence), a civic engagement organization that uses community data to explore local issues 

and opportunities.  John is a native Floridian, and has a deep appreciation for the state’s communities, heritage and 

natural systems.  In addition to his work with SCOPE, John shares his knowledge of Sarasota and Florida through writing, 

programs and tours.  John has served as the President of the Historical Society of Sarasota County and the Florida 

Recreation and Parks Association Foundation.  Prior to his work with SCOPE, John was employed by Sarasota County 

Government and during his 33 year career served as County Historian, Environmental Specialist and Director of Parks 

and Recreation.  John’s interests include local history, cycling, kayaking, storytelling and woodworking. 

 

Holly Bell, Director of Cannabis, Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services 

Holly grew up on a farm in Indiana, Agricultural Economics Perdue University – career in Banking and Finance 

which then supporter her as a consultant to the hemp and cannabis industries.  In her role as Director of 

Cannabis, Bell will oversee the development of rules, work directly with scientific experts, and ensure 

Commissioner Fried's vision for cannabis in Florida continues moving forward. Bell will work closely with the 

Department's Division of Plant Industry on developing Florida's hemp industry, including the production, 

processing, inspecting, and manufacturing of industrial hemp, and will assist in implementing the new Farm 

Bill as it relates to industrial hemp. She will also monitor the actions of the Florida Department of Health as it 

relates to medical marijuana, and will work with the Division of Food Safety on implementing the forthcoming 

edibles rules. Bell will also work closely with the Commissioner's industrial hemp and medical marijuana 

advisory committees, members of which will be appointed in the coming weeks. 

 

Josephine Cannella-Krehl, MMJ Knowledge, LLC 

Josephine is a graduate of S.U.N.Y. Stony Brook in N.Y. with a focus in Psychology in 1988 and of Florida State 
University with a Master of Social Work Degree in 1990, Josephine began her career as a substance abuse 
therapist. She obtained licensure as a Clinical Social Worker in 1994. She has worked with a variety of 
populations, most notably in the hospice field with terminally ill patients.  When her father was diagnosed 
with terminal lung cancer, she began researching Cannabis as a therapeutic agent. As she began to realize that 
not only patients but their family members, were having to become “criminals” in order to access a plant that 
was providing them relief at their most vulnerable time, she felt a call to action.  At the Florida State Capital, 
Josephine connected with the Florida Cannabis Action Network, and began developing strategies for the 
creation of sensible cannabis policies. She has testified at the Florida Dept. of Health Rules and Regulations 
Committee meetings as well as in both Senate and House Committee meetings.  Now that Florida has an 
active medical cannabis program, Josephine educates professionals and the general public on how Florida’s 
program works, she helps connect potential patients with approved cannabis providers, and continues to 
advocate for the Dignity, Honor and informed decision making of patients 



 

Carmen Brace, Aclara Research 

Carmen Brace earned her BS in  Agricultural Economics at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and her MS 

Agricultural Economics from Ohio State University.  She held leadership positions at Campbell Soup, Wrigley, 

Con-Agra Foods and then founded Aclara Research which provides real time access to cannabis and hemp 

consumer insights that impact innovation and marketing strategy. Our survey panel and online communities 

spans consumers and patients across legal markets, identifying the drivers of consumer demand. We link 

cannabis user insights with consumer goods and healthcare research to solve commercial challenges. 

 

Rickey Strong, Jeffery S. Howell, P.A. 

Rickey has a Bachelors degree in Psychology from Florida State University, MBA Mercer University, Juris 

Doctor Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University.  Rickey has served as an attorney for the Florida 

Department of Health, serves as an adjunct professor at FA&M, and is an associate attorney with the offices of 

Jeffery S. Howell, P.A.  Rickey works to support Medical Cannabis in senior living communities. 

 

Steven Reichbach, MD, Gulf Coast Ketamine Center 

Dr. Reichbach is a graduate of the State University of New York at Syracuse Medical School. He trained at the 

State University of New York at Stony Brook in anesthesiology with specialty training in pain management and 

pediatrics during his residency.  Dr. Reichbach has been Board Certified in anesthesiology since 1994. He 

practiced in New York from 1997 to 2015 as a partner with North American Partners in Anesthesiology (NAPA), 

the largest private practice anesthesiology group in the United States. In 2015, Dr. Reichbach moved to 

Sarasota and served at Sarasota Ambulatory Surgery Center, providing anesthesia for patients undergoing 

various nerve-block procedures.  Dr. Reichbach has worked with ketamine for more than two decades in 

general anesthesiology. He became an advocate of intravenous (IV) ketamine infusions after observing the 

relief patients experienced with treatments and reviewing the growing body of research over the past decade 

supporting its efficiency. These ongoing studies and successful results have inspired Dr. Reichbach to utilize 

ketamine as a viable and effective treatment for severe depression and neuropathic pain disorders. The 

mission of his Gulf Coast Ketamine Center to seek out solutions for his patients’ pain, (infuse your life with 

hope) has now led him to m dical cannabis.  

 

Darnell Williams, Director of Education, Trulieve 

Darnell has not been active in the cannabis community for as long as some others, but his story has given him 

a very unique view.  In 2015 Darnell was diagnosed with CHF (Congestive Heart failure) and within a matter of 

weeks he was unable to even walk to the restroom without stopping to take a break. Over the course of 2 

years he survived the implantation of an internal/external LVAD heart pump and was able to finally receive a 

donor heart for transplantation.  With no previous cannabis experience Darnell decided to turn to Cannabis 

therapies to help with his failing physical therapy.  Darnell has since then recovered and currently plans and 

executes educational events for Trulieve. The same company he purchased is first cannabis product from. 

Sharing the knowledge he has gathered to help educate others on how cannabis can become a healthier 

alternative medicine for those who choose to use it. 



 

Patrick Gannon, President, Downtown Sarasota Condo Association 

Patrick J. Gannon serves as President of the Downtown Sarasota Condominium Association (DSCA), a 

consortium of 30+ condominium associations in downtown Sarasota.  He also serves on the City of Sarasota 

Planning Board / Local Planning Agency.  He is currently the Vice President at Arx Nimbus, a cybersecurity risk 

management technology company.  Gannon previously served as President & Executive Director of the 

international non-profit Smart Grid Interoperability Panel driving the collaboration, coordination and 

promotion of the smart grid interoperability standards for the electrical power industry on a global basis; 

President of Warning Systems, Inc. and as President & CEO of OASIS Open internet standards consortium.   
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